
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



CHRISTIAN HEINRICH PRIEDRICH PETERS. 373 

There can be no doubt that he was conscious of his failing strength 
and ability while still occupying the position of Superintendent, 
for on more than one occasion he gave expression to the wish that 
the burden of his duties might be shifted to other shoulders. 

His retirement took place in 1885, and from that time on his 
lingering illness entailed great sufferings, and several times brought 
him to the point of death. From each of these attacks he rallied 
with less power of resistance, until death relieved him of his suf- 
ferings, on May 8, 1891. 

CHRISTIAN HEINRICH FRIEDRICH PETERS. 

Christian Heinrich Friedrich Peters was born on September 
19, 1813, at Coldenbtittel, in the Duchy of Schleswig. He studied 
mathematics and astronomy at Berlin between 1832 and 1836, and, 
after attaining the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, continued his 
education under the celebrated Gauss at Gottingen. In 1838 he 
was engaged to assist in a scientific expedition to Sicily for in- 
vestigations on Mount Etna, and was employed, after the conclu- 
sion of this work, to direct the trigonometrical survey undertaken 
by the Neapolitan government. 

Upon the outbreak of the revolutionary movements of 1848, it 
became impossible for him to retain his situation without sup- 
pressing his own sentiments in favor of freedom. Unable to con- 
ceal his liberal sympathies, he was dismissed and banished. But 
he soon returned to take an active part in the Sicilian insurrec- 
tion, during which he served under Mieroslawski, first as captain 
and then as major of engineers. The suppression of the insurrec- 
tion left him in imminent peril of capture by the Royalists ; but 
he finally effected his escape to France. He next went to Turkey, 
in hopes of obtaining scientific employment in that country; but 
the outbreak of the Crimean war put an end to these expectations, 
and he came to the United States in 1854. Here he found em- 
ployment in the Coast Survey, and subsequently, in 1858, was 
appointed Professor of Astronomy at Hamilton College, Clinton, 
New York, and Director of the Observatory connected with that 
institution. He retained this position until his sudden death, in 
1890. On the morning of July 19 in that year, his body was 
found on the steps leading to the building where he had lived, and 
it appeared that he had died on his way home from his customary 
work in the Observatory. 
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Notwithstanding his duties as a teacher, he found time during 
his life at Clinton for a great amount of astronomical observation. 
His principal work was that of determining the places of faint 
stars, with a view to the preparation of an extensive series of 
charts, part of which he published at his own expense in 1882. 
In the course of these observations he discovered many new vari- 
able stars and forty-eight new asteroids. He also made a long 
series of observations of solar spots. In 1874 he was chief of the 
expedition sent by the United States government to observe the 
transit of Venus. In 1876 he was chosen a member of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences. 

His studies of the ancient catalogues of stars, such as that of 
Ptolemy, were extensive and profound, and part of his published 
work relates to these and similar subjects. His frequent journeys 
to Europe maintained his acquaintance with his professional col- 
leagues of Germany and other countries, among whom he was 
always cordially welcomed. While the combative temperament 
which had formerly made him a soldier in the cause of Sicilian 
independence occasionally led him into controversies with regard 
to the extent of his personal rights, he made many friends, by 
whom he was greatly beloved. 



FOREIGN HONORARY MEMBERS. 
CHARLES JOHN MAXIMOWICZ. 

Russia has been fruitful during the last seventy years in bot- 
anists of more than ordinary ability, as is shown by the mention 
from among them of such names as Besser, Bongard, Bunge and 
the Fischers, Herder, Ledebour, Maximowicz, Meyer and Regel, 
Ruprecht, Trautvetter, and Trinius, all well known to the botani- 
cal world. Of these this Academy has numbered among its For- 
eign Honorary Members only the subject of the present notice, 
C. J. Maximowicz, who was elected on October 10, 1888, and died 
on the 16th of February last. 

Maximowicz was born on November 23, 1827, in the town of 
Toula in Central Russia, though most of his boyhood was spent in 
St. Petersburg. In 1844 he entered the University at Dorpat, 
where Dr. Bunge was then Professor of Botany, and upon gradu- 



